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Conservation Commission
703 Washington Street, Room 009
Holliston, MA 01746

August 28, 2023

Subject: Request for Determination of Applicability
157-165 Lowland Street

Dear Members of the Commission:

The attached Request for Determination of Applicability (RDA) for 157-165 Lowland Street is/was an
active ABC recycling facility that has changed ownership. The new owners are modermizing the
operation, and would be proposing to remove/clean the ABC remnant stockpiles on-site. The following
materials have been provided for your review:

1. Two copies of the RDA application package:
¢ Project Narrative (below);
» Signed WPA Form 1 (RDA);
» Soils Map, GIS Mapping; & FEMA Map

2. Two copies of the plans “Proposed Screening Plan” of 157-165 Lowland Street, Holliston, MA,
prepared by Connorstone Engineering, Inc., dated 8/28/2023.

Project Narrative

Existing Conditions: The existing conditions of the site are a working materials pit fioor on remnants
of a long ago gravel removal operation and various iterations of paving product manufacturing. This
parcel was cut from two other adjacent parcels which have similar history to the project site. The
asphalt batch plant was removed from the site, but the recycling operation attendant to that facility
remained and has continued under various permitting classifications of the DEP.

Resource Areas: The portion of the project site being looked at in this RDA is the southwest corner of
the site specifically the ‘concrete stockpile’ which is proposed to be removed from the site. A portion of
this work area and the pile itself are within the 200-foot Riverfront Area (RFA) to the resource area. This
pile is currently a disturbed area and the areas around it are heavily disturbed roadways for heavy
machinery to operate. There is currently no vegetation growing in the existing area of work and the
majority of the stockpile is outside of the RFA.

Three ‘resource areas,’ currently exist on site including riverfront area, buffer area to a bordering
vegetated wetland (BVW), and Land Subject to Flooding (FEMA 100 year). None of these resources
are being directly affected. The Riverfront area scheduled for work is an open gravel pit area devoid of
vegetation and is the only resource area which will be covered. There is no work proposed in the Buffer
to the BVW or the Land Subject to Flooding. The riverfront area on site is nearly all disturbed and void
of vegetation and the entirety of the work covered in this RDA is disturbed and contains no vegetation.



There is a berm separating the work area of the site from the more natural area along the edge of the
water.

The jurisdictional areas on site include the 200-foot Riverfront Area which extends fully onto the site
and makes up about 115,000 sf. The noise berm, some 20+ feet high separates the brook from the
gravel pit floor/clean up area. The 100-foot river zone generally runs along the berm and work will be
kept well out of this 100-foot buffer and the Land Subject to Flooding is located on the other side of the
berm and work will remain approximately 100’ from it.

Proposed Work: All proposed work on site is within existing disturbed areas such as the pit floor, the
concrete stockpile, and the compacted ramp all of which contain no vegetation. No undisturbed areas
will be altered for the proposed work in this RDA and no tree clearing is proposed. Additionally the
entirety of the work area is on the other side of a berm from the resource area creating a natural barrier
between the work and rest of the buffer zone. The work will be kept approximately 150+ feet away from
the riverfront area and 130+ feet away from the Land Subject to Flooding.

The proposed work will disturb approximately 5,750 sf of existing disturbed area which makes up about
5% of the overall riverfront buffer area on the site. The area being disturbed is currently being used as a
stockpile for gravel/sand fill and concrete construction debris. The proposed work will be removing the
construction debris from the buffer zone completely and the soil will be reused elsewhere. In total the
work will remove over 18,000 cubic yards of material with a significant portion of that coming out of the
buffer zone. This will better the buffer cleaning debris out of it and bringing it closer to its original grade
and lowering the chances of any material ever getting over the berm to the resource areas.

Proposed work under this RDA includes but is not limited to the following:

s Removal of concrete debris
¢ Grading of soil to more closely match natural grade

All disturbed surface areas within the limit of work will be stabilized with loam and seed, and temporary
erosion controls consisting silt fencing has been placed along the perimeter of work to protect
downgradient resource areas.

Should you have any questions or require any additional information please contact our office.

Sincerely,

Connorstone Engineering, Inc.

George Génno

cc. MassDEP Central Regional Office



Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection -
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands Holliston

CityTown
WPA Form 1- Request for Determination of Applicability
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. ¢. 131, §40

A. General Information

Important: . .
When filling out 1. Applicant:

forms on the

Master Paving Corporation and Middlesex Asphalt Services Inc.  info@ maspaving.com
computer, use NS — T = - o

Name E-Mail Address
only the tab key
lo move your 18 Hayes Street _ o _ -
cursor - do not Mailing Address
use the return Framingham i - MA 01702
key. City/Town Stata Zip Code
m 508-816-9098
| Phone Number Fax Mumber {if applicable)
IM‘L" 2. Representative (if any):
(———\ Connorstone Engineering, Inc.
Firm
George Connors george@gfconnorslaw.com
Contact Name E-Mail Address
10 Southwest Cutoff
Mailing Address
Northborough MA 01532
City/Town State Zip Code
508-393-9727
Phone Number Fax Mumber (if applicable)

B. Determinations

| request the Holliston make the following determination{s). Check any that apply:
Conservation Commission

[J a. whether the area depicted on plan(s) and/or map(s) referenced below is an area subject to
jurisdiction of the Wetlands Protection Act.

[l b. whether the boundaries of resource area(s} depicted on plan(s) and/or map(s) referenced
below are accurately delineated.

B c. whether the work depicted on plan(s) referenced below is subject to the Wetlands Protection Act.

B d. whether the area and/or work depicted on plan(s) referenced below is subject to the jurisdiction
of any municipal wetlands ordinance or bylaw of:

Holliston
Name of Municipality

L1 e. whether the following scope of alternatives is adequate for worlk in the Riverfront Area as
depicted on referenced plan(s).

wpalormi.doc = rev. 7/27:2020 WPA Form 1 - Request for Determination of Applicabity » Page 1 of 4



Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection _
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands Holliston

City/Town
WPA Form 1- Request for Determination of Applicability
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. ¢. 131, §40

C. Project Description

1. a. Project Location (use maps and plans to identify the location of the area subject to this request):

157-165 Lowland Street Holliston

Strest Address City/Town

34 o 12 _
Assessors Map/Plat Number Parcel/Lot Number

b. Area Description (use additional paper, if necessary):

Existing site includes a 7.1+/- acre parcel that is developed and used for contractor operations
including material processing. Regulated wetlands are located to the west of the site
associated with a perennial stream (Bogastow Brook). The associated 100 year flood plain is
contained along the westerly property line up to elevation 157.

¢. Plan andior Map Reference(s):

Proposed Screening Plan of 157-165 Lowland Street, Holliston, MA 8/28/2023
Title: Date
Title Date
Title Date

2. a. Work Description {use additional paper and/or provide plan(s) of work, il necessary):

The proposed conditions covered under this RDA would include the cleanup of a stockpile
that will disturb approximately 5,750 sf of existing disturbed area which makes up about 5% of
the overall riverfront buffer area on the site. The area being disturbed is currently being used
as a stockpile for gravel/sand fill and concrete construction debris. The proposed work will be
removing the construction debris from the buffer zone completely and the soil will be reused
elsewhere.

wpalorm1.doc = rav. 7/27/2020 WPA Form 1 — Request for Determination ot Applicability » Page 2 of 4



Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection _
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands Holliston

CityTown
WPA Form 1- Request for Determination of Applicability
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. ¢. 131, §40

b. identify provisions of the Wetlands Protection Act or regulations which may exempt the applicant
from having to file a Notice of Intent for all or part of the described work (use additional paper, if
necessary).

3. If this application is a Request for Determination of Scope of Alternatives for wark in the

giverfront Area, indicate the one classification below that best describes the project.
Single family house on a lot recorded on or before 8/1/96
Single family house on a lot recorded after 8/1/96
Expansion of an existing structure on a lot recorded after 8/1/96

Project, other than a single-family house or public project, where the applicant owned the lot
before 8/7/96

New agriculture or aquaculture project

Project on a lot shown on an approved, definitive subdivision plan where there is a recorded deed
restriction limiting total alteration of the Riverfront Area for the entire subdivision

Residential subdivision; institutional, industrial, or commercial project
Municipa! project

O

L

]

O

0

(1 Public project where funds were appropriated prior to 8/7/96
O

U

O

[ District, county, state, or federal government project

[J Project required to evaluate ofi-site alternatives in more than one municipality in an
Environmental Impact Report under MEPA or in an alternatives analysis pursuant to an
application for a 404 permit from the U.S. Army Corps of Engineers or 401 Water Quality
Certification from the Department of Environmental Protection.

b. Provide evidence (e.g., record of date subdivision lot was recorded) supporting the classification
above {(use additional paper and/or attach appropriate documents, if necessary.)

The lot(s) is shown on a recorded Plan of Land dated July 30, 1971. Plan is recorded at the
South Middlesex Registry of Deeds as plan 1029 of 1971.

wpaform1.doc » rev 7/27/2020 WPA Form 1 — Requast for Determination of Applicability « Page 3 of ¢



Massachusetts Department of Environmental Protection _
Bureau of Resource Protection - Wetlands Holligton . _

. . . - City/Town
WPA Form 1- Request for Determination of Applicability
Massachusetts Wetlands Protection Act M.G.L. c. 131, §40

D. Signatures and Submittal Requirements

| hereby certify under the penalties of perjury that the foregoing Request for Determination of Applicability
and accompanying plans, documents, and supporting data are true and complete to the best of my
knowledge.

| further centify that the property owner, if different from the applicant, and the appropriate DEP Regional
Office were sent a complete copy of this Request (including all appropriate documentation)
simultaneously with the submittal of this Request to the Conservation Commission.

Failure by the applicant to send copies in a timely manner may result in dismissal of the Request for
Determination of Applicability.

Name and address of the property owner:
M&M Estates, LLC
Name
6 Oregon Road
Mailing Address
Southborough
City/Town
MAa 01772

State Zip Code

Signatures:

I also understand that notification of this Request will be placed in a local newspaper at my expense
in accordance with Section 10.05(3)(b)(1) of the Wetlands Protection Act regulations.

ot fox Agghicant 1p-19-23

fyed o Lt

wpalarmt doc ¢ rev. 7/27/2020 WPA Form ¥ — Request for Determination of Applicability = Page 4 of 4
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Soil Map—Middlesex County, Massachusetts

—

Map Unit Legend

165 Lowland Street

Map Unit Symbol Map Unit Name Acres in AOI Percent of AQI

1 Water 20 3 8%

52A Freetown muck, 0 to 1 percent 11.5 22.1%
slopes

253E Hinckley loamy sand, 25 to 35 2.7 52%
percent siopes

255A Windsor ioamy sand, 0 to 3 1.3 2 6%
percent slopes

2608 Sudbury fine sandy loam, 3 to 06 1.2%
8 percent slopes

802 Urban {and 4.2 8.1%

653 Uderthents, sandy 7.0 13.5%

655 Udorihents, wet substratum 202 38.9%

656 Udorthents-Urban land 24 4.6%
complex

Totals for Area of Interest 51.9 100.0%

usDA  Natural Resources Web Soil Survey 71102023

= conservation Service

National Cooperative Soil Survey
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