
                                                   TOWN OF HOLLISTON

                                                     SELECT BOARD  

September 5, 2023                                                                                                                        Town Hall 
7:00PM                                                                                                                     703 Washington Street 

Present: John Cronin, Chair; Tina Hein, Vice Chair; Ben Sparrell, Clerk.

Also Present: Travis Ahern, Town Administrator; Mary Greendale, resident; Theresa Lamkin, 
Lisa Deering, Celebrate Holliston representatives; Frank Chamberlain, Historical Commission 
Chair; Sara Zarelli, Historical Commission member. 

At 7:01 J. Cronin called the meeting to order.

REVIEW HISTORICAL COMMISSION 2023 FALL TOWN MEETING WARRANT ARTICLE:                                               
Historical Commission Chair Frank Chamberlain and Commission Member Sara Zarelli joined the 
meeting to review the request to commission a Survey of Historic Buildings, an inventory of 
historic places/buildings within the area known as Downtown Holliston. The Historical 
Commission is seeking a commitment of $15,000 to match grant funds from the Massachusetts 
Historical Commission. The goal is to maintain the Historic Character of the Downtown and 
adjacent areas. With the proposed Downtown Sewer Project and the possibility of reconfiguring 
certain structures there may be a visible change to the area and having an inventory and 
documented information on historic buildings would be helpful. S. Zarelli noted that this will 
also create an inventory for the Town Records, National History of Buildings and will become 
part of the Massachusetts Cultural Resources Information Systems database and mapping tool.                             
J. Cronin asked if the Community Preservation Commission would be a funding resource for this 
request. F. Chamberlain, also a member of the CPC stated that this does not meet CPC funding 
criteria as it does not pertain to actual preservation of historic buildings.                                                                      
T. Ahern stated that at this point in time there is no motion needed to approve the request as 
there may be additional information coming forward. S. Zarelli stated that grant application can 
be submitted prior to approval of matching funds. 

CELEBRATE HOLLISTON UPDATE:                                                                                                                                            
Theresa Lamkin and Lisa Deering, members of the Celebrate Holliston Committee joined the 
meeting to present an update of Celebrate Holliston which will be held on Saturday September 
23, 2023. The event will be held in the Downtown District, with road closures as follows: Central 
Street, between Norfolk and Fruit Streets; Railroad Street, between Church Street and the side 
entrance of CVS parking lot; Winthrop Street, between Central Street and Vine Street and Front 
Street, between Winthrop and Exchange Streets. T. Hein asked that the concerns of residents 
on Exchange Street be noted and that residents not be impacted by the event. Specifically 
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that driveways not be blocked. T. Hein suggested that the Police Detail being provided for that 
day also be made aware of the concerns. She also made an inquiry as to the pedestrian and 
bike traffic on the Rail Trail while the event is taking place. T. Lamkin stated that all the booths 
will be located within the closed street areas and nothing will be interfering with the rail trail 
itself. However due to increased foot traffic in the area those individuals on bicycles may need 
to walk their bikes in that section of the trail for safety reasons.                                                                                      
B. Sparrell noted the Celebrate Holliston Parade Route as follows: Start at the Placentino School 
Parking lot, right onto Woodland Street, right onto Elm Street, left onto Washington Street, left 
onto Central Street, left onto Fruit Street, Right onto Church Street, left onto Grove Street, right 
onto Elm Street, left onto Woodland Street and end back at the Placentino School Parking Lot. 
The parade will begin at 9:00am and run approximately an hour.                                                                                    
J. Cronin stated that the Holliston Garden Club suggested planting three large trees as part of 
the Towns 300th Anniversary Celebration. The 300th Celebration Committee will update the 
Select Board in a future meeting.                  

REVIEW OF THE OCTOBER 2023 FALL TOWN MEETING WARRANT:                                                                                
T. Ahern stated that a previously discussed (August 28, 2023 meeting) Warrant Article 
pertaining to a land determination located at 15 Winthrop Street will be added to the Fall Town 
Meeting Warrant.                                                                                                                                             
With some additional information, the Historical Commission request relating to the previously 
discussed grant funding, (this evening), the Article will be added to the Fall Town Meeting 
Warrant as well.                                                                                                                                                                          
The Park Commission and the Council on Aging will meet with the Select Board over the next 
two weeks, as well as the School Committee with possible Capital request.                                                                  
There is a business in Town that currently has a Beer and Wine License and would like to obtain 
an all Alcohol License. This would need Town Meeting approval as there are currently none 
available. After a brief discussion the Select Board was not opposed to placing such an Article 
on the Fall Town Meeting Warrant with the stipulation that the business owner be present at 
Town Meeting.                                                                                                                                                                            
T. Ahern will draft an updated 5 Year Capital Plan and present it at an upcoming meeting. Due 
to the fact the 2023 Fall Town meeting is on October 16 which is earlier than usual, the number 
for Free Cash may not be available. Some items relating to funding may need to be scheduled 
for the May 2024 Town Meeting.                                                               

WARRANTS:                                                                                                                                                                                 
B. Sparrell made a motion to approve the Weekly Warrant in the amount of $806,697.38. T. 
Hein second. Vote 3-0.

PUBLIC COMMENT:                                                                                                                                                                    
J. Cronin stated that the 9/11 remembrance ceremony will be held on Sunday September 10, 
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2023 in the Upper Town Hall.                                                                                                                                                   
Dr. Liz Theiler, 17 Norland Street thanked the Select Board for commissioning the most recent 
report by McMahon and Associates regarding the traffic issues pertaining to the Lowland Street 
Industrial Park which recommended closing Lowland Street at the Rail Trail with a Pipe Gate 
(with remote control for emergency vehicles). Dr. Theiler stated that this issue stems from 
Heavy Commercial Vehicle Exclusion violations on Woodland Street, which in turn has created 
traffic/truck issues within the neighborhood including Regal and Norland Streets.          

COMMENTS FROM THE TOWN ADMINISTRATOR:                                                                                                              
T. Ahern stated that various Town project updates are on the Towns website using the link.                                    
The PARE Corp originally estimated the completion of the Woodland Street Closure in 2025 
based on the work to be done, repairs to the roadway, bridge and dam. However the intent is 
to have 100% design in 2024, after which the Town can apply for the Seawall & Dam Grant a 
begin the work to be completed in 2024. In response to a question regarding the status of the 
other dams within Town that needed attention T. Ahern noted that was reflected within the 
current 5 Year Capital Plan.                                                                                                                                                       
Work will begin in the near future on several culverts in Town, including Turner Road.                                              
A separate division of PARE Corp is conducting a traffic study for the Norfolk, Central and 
Franklin Street area and should be completed by late September 2023.                                                                         
There are many events planned for September, Farm Day will be on September 10, 2023, the 
Harvest Fair sponsored by the Historical Society on September 17, 2023 and Celebrate Holliston 
September 23, 2023.  All events are listed in the Town Administrators Fall Newsletter composed 
by Kathleen Buckley the Assistant Town Administrator/HR Director.

BOARD BUSINESS:                                                                                                                                                                      
B. Sparrell made a motion to approve the Meeting Minutes of July 31, 2023 and August 7, 2023 
as written. T. Hein second. Vote 3-0.                                                                                                                                      
B. Sparrell made a motion to accept the donation to the Senior Center Nutrition Program from 
the Holliston Superette in the amount of $400. T. Hein second. Vote 3-0.                                                                      
B. Sparrell approved the contract for C.N. Corporation as the lowest responsible and responsive 
bidder for culvert replacements at Turner Road, Winter Street at #526 and Winter Street at 
Bald Hill Road with an amount not to exceed $426,784.10. T. Hein second. Vote 3-0.                                                 
B. Sparrell made a motion to approve the Event Permit for Celebrate Holliston at Blair Square, 
specific to a Street Fair Style Event, closing Railroad Street, between Church Street and the side 
entrance of CVS parking lot, Central Street, between Norfolk and Fruit Street, Winthrop Street, 
between Central Street and Vine Street and Front Street, between Winthrop and Exchange 
Streets, starting time is 7:00am ending at 3:00pm plus additional time for cleanup on Saturday 
September 23, 2023. T. Hein second with the addition of the comments made previously in this 
meeting to the Celebrate Holliston representatives regarding residents’ concerns on Exchange 
Street and also keeping the Rail Trail open to pedestrians during the event. Vote 3-0.                
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B. Sparrell made a motion to approve the Event Permit for the Celebrate Holliston Parade on 
September 23, 2023 with a route as follows: start at Placentino School parking lot, right on 
Woodland Street, right on Elm Street, left on Washington Street, left on Central Street, left on 
Fruit Street, right on Church Street, left on Grove Street, right on Elm Street, left on Woodland 
Street, ending at the Placentino School parking lot. With a start time of 9:00am. T. Hein second. 
Vote 3-0.                                                                                                                                                                                       
B. Sparrell made a motion to approve the Event Permit for Ernie’s Run Softball Tournament on 
September 9, 2023 at Kampersall Field, closing off Kampersall Road for safety measures. T. Hein 
second. Vote 3-0.                                                                                                                                                                        
B. Sparrell made a motion to approve the Event Permit for the 42nd Harvest Fair sponsored and 
located at the Historical Society on September 17, 2023 starting at 7:30am and running for 9 
hours. T. Hein second. Vote 3-0.                                                                                                                                              
B. Sparrell made a motion to approve the Event Permit for the Fall Fair sponsored by the Senior 
Support Foundation to be held at 150 Goulding Street from 9:00am – 3:00pm. T. Hein second. 
Vote 3-0.

OTHER BUSINESS:                                                                                                                                                                       
T. Hein will participate in a site walk of the Greenbelt starting on Woodland Street on Friday 
September 8, 2023.                                                                                                                                                                    
T. Hein suggested holding a larger type celebration for the Humanitarian Awards this year, 
being that this will be the 5th year.                                                                                                                                           
T. Hein received positive feedback from regarding the Safe Routes to Schools program and 
would like to highlight the good work done by the Holliston DPW.                                                                                  
J. Cronin noted that the 9/11 Remembrance Service will be held on September 10, 2023 in the 
Upper Town Hall. 

At 8:11pm B. Sparrell made a motion to adjourn. T. Hein second. Vote 3-0.

Respectfully submitted,

Margaret Driscoll                                                                                Approved____09-25-23
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