
                                                  TOWN OF HOLLISTON 

                                                     SELECT BOARD   

February 15, 2023                                                                                                                         Town Hall 

11:00AM                                                                                                                  703 Washington Street  

Present: Ben Sparrell, Chair; John Cronin, Vice Chair; Tina Hein, Clerk. 

Also Present: Travis Ahern, Town Administrator; Matthew Stone, Holliston Police Chief; Michael 

Cassidy, Holliston Fire Chief; Sean Reese, DPW Director; Robert Walker, DPW Deputy Director; 

James Keast, Facilities Manager; Dr. Karen Kuska, Superintendent of Schools; Keith Buday, 

Assistant Superintendent of Schools.  

At 11:00 B. Sparrell read the memo for the Remote Open Meeting Law. Attendance was taken 

by Roll Call: J. Cronin, Present; T. Hein, Present; B. Sparrell, Present.  

MEETING WAS CALLED TO ORDER TO DISCUSS AND VOTE ON THE EMERGENCY WOODLAND 

STREET CLOSURE, LOCATED AT FACTORY POND DAM, THE SECTION OF THE ROAD WHICH 

CONSISTS OF THE BRIDGE LOCATED ACROSS FROM THE 8 ARCH BRIDGE.  

T. Ahern began the meeting with a summary of events leading to the road closure. In August of 

2022 a report from PARE Corp called for rehabilitation of the Factory Pond Dam, including 

replacing the bridge located on Woodland Street. On February 13, 2023 the Town of Holliston 

received a report from MASSDOT (Department of Transportation) indicating that the area on 

Woodland Street which consists of the bridge over the Bogastow Brook located at the Factory 

Pond Dam has greatly deteriorated and should be deemed unpassable. On February 14, 2023 

PARE Corp inspected the bridge on Woodland Street and found significant degeneration since 

the August 2022 inspection. At this current time the plan of action to be considered is a closure 

of the section of Woodland Street from Lowland Street ending past the School Complex at 

Linden Street, with adequate signage for detouring traffic. The long term goal would be to have 

the bridge replaced during the summer months. R. Walker stated that the sidewalks are safe to 

use and will remain open.                                                                                                                                                                     

A lengthy discussion revolved around signage and various ways in which the detours may 

impact travelers especially commuting to the school campus and the Lowland Industrial Park. 

Chief Stone noted that Police Detail will be necessary particularly initially to assist with 

navigating the roadways. Signage will play a large part in making sure the traffic is moving as it 

should. Additional signage such as No Parking on Church and Elm Street may be needed as well. 

T. Hein suggested that permit parking be issued for those attending Church if the signage does 

not limit the no parking to Monday – Friday. J. Cronin stated the importance of detour signs 

being placed well in advance of the actual detours in an effort to alleviate confusion, especially 

for the trucks looking to access Lowland Industrial Park. J. Cronin continued by stating the 

importance of funding all efforts to make this temporary solution as   



effective as possible. T. Hein suggested notifying the businesses within the Lowland Industrial 

Park of the plan.                                                                                                                                                         

Discussion around the actual condition of the bridge in question revealed that there are certain 

parts of the bridge, beams, that no longer can support the structure, and therefore it is no 

longer safe for vehicles. Again when asked if pedestrians could cross over the bridge it was 

noted that yes they may.  

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

Cynthia Listewnik, 72 Anne Marie Drive, School Committee Member asked if only the school 

buses could be allowed to use the roadway in question, as it may create difficulty for the 

schools. T. Ahern stated that under no uncertain terms is there an understanding that any 

vehicles are allowed on the roadway as it is a safety issue.                                                                                                          

Pat Hafford, 242 Lowland Street, stated that he understands the necessity of the detour. He 

wanted to take the opportunity to ask that more attention be made to control of the speed 

limit on Lowland Street. P. Hafford also suggested looking at the tonnage limits (for vehicles) in 

that area at this time.                                                                                                                                                                    

Paul Langton, 100 Woodland Street, expressed his appreciation for the efforts being made. He 

agrees that signage being placed well in advance of the detours will be helpful in elevating 

confusion.                                                                                                                                                                                           

Keefe Bailey, 17 Lowland Street, noted his concerns with tractor trailers ignoring signage 

already located on Woodland Street.                                                                                                                                        

B. Sparrell stated that the above comments will be taken in consideration going forward.                                                    

J. Cronin made a motion to direct the Town Administrator to prepare a memo directed to the 

Select Board within 7 days relative to the recommendations for remediation steps to make the 

detour at Woodland Street safe to include, but not be limited to items relative to improve 

signage and Police Detail and any other costs that may be necessary to improve public 

notification and safe passage. T. Hein second with the suggestion that the Town Administrator 

have till after the school vacation break to present the memo to the Select Board. T. Ahern 

stated he will be able to prepare a memo within the 7 day timeframe. Additional funding will be 

discussed once suggestions on how to proceed from PARE Corp. J. Cronin added to the motion 

the date of February 27, 2023 for the memo to be presented. Roll Call Vote: T. Hein, Yes; J. 

Cronin, Yes; B. Sparrell, Yes.                                                                                                                                                               

T. Hein made a motion to close Woodland Street to through traffic at the location of the bridge 

located near the culvert at Factory Pond Dam until such time the Towns independence 

engineering firm PARE Corp can present to the Town a solution for the issues identified in the 

roadway by MASSDOT. J. Cronin second. Roll Call Vote: T. Hein, Yes; J. Cronin, Yes; B. Sparrell, 

Yes.                                                                                                                                                                                                        

T. Hein made a motion to a issue temporary No Parking order for the entire length of Elm Street 

and Church Street and authorize the Holliston Police Department to issue citations and or the  
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use of towing violators as determined by the Holliston Police Department 7 days a week unless 

determined by the Holliston Police Department to change as needed after consultation with the 

local house of worship. J. Cronin second. Roll Call Vote: T. Hein, Yes; J. Cronin, Yes; B. Sparrell, 

Yes.  

At 11:50am T. Hein made a motion to adjourn. J. Cronin second. Roll Call Vote: T. Hein, Yes; J. 

Cronin, Yes; B. Sparrell, Yes.  

 

Respectfully submitted; 

 

Margaret Driscoll                                                                                       Approved_4-3-23 
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