
                                                  TOWN OF HOLLISTON 

                                                     SELECT BOARD   

February 13, 2023                                                                                                                         Town Hall 

7:00PM                                                                                                                     703 Washington Street  

Present: Ben Sparrell, Chair; John Cronin, Vice Chair; Tina Hein, Clerk. 

Also Present: Travis Ahern, Town Administrator; Sharon Emerick, Town Accountant; 

Christopher Heymanns, Treasurer/ Collector; Kevin Rudden, Principal Assessor; and Mary 

Greendale, Board of Assessors Chair.  

At 7:00pm B. Sparrell called the meeting to order. 

FY2024 BUDGET REVIEWS: 

Town Accountant: Sharon Emerick, the outgoing Town Accountant presented the FY24 

proposed budget and stated that the slight increase is due to the fact the cost of the Audit 

Service increased by $1,000 and the Clerk salary increased as part of the change in the Step 

position. The FY24 Budget is $195,708. T. Ahern stated that the Town will use an Accounting 

Firm services while it transitions to a new Town Accountant. Each of the Select Board members 

took the opportunity to thank S. Emerick for her service and wished her well.                                                                 

Assessors: Although the Assessors do not report to the Select Board they presented their FY24 

proposed budget for discussion. The Principal Assessor Kevin Rudden stated that the increase in 

the proposed budget is based on non-salary items. Mary Greendale, Board of Assessors Chair 

explained that the Town is currently behind on the cyclical assessments, (dictated by the State) 

of Commercial/Industrial, Personal Property and Exempt properties. The Assessors would like 

to fund contracts for services as needed beginning in FY24. The Select Board members asked 

various questions relating to the amount of the increase and thanked them for the 

presentation.                                                                                                                                                                               

Treasurer/Collector: Christopher Heymanns, Treasurer Collector presented the 4 following 

budgets. Treasurer/Collector in the amount of $386,814; Debt Services in the amount of 

$377,660; County Retirement in the amount of $2,727,000; Benefits in the amount of 

$11,282,850. T. Ahern and C. Heymanns both answered questions pertaining to the OPEB Trust 

Fund and how it is funded.                                                                                                                                                      

T. Hein made a motion to approve the following budgets as presented; Town Accountant in the 

amount of $195,708; Treasurer/Collector in the amount of $386,814; Debt Services in the 

amount of $377,650. And further to approve cost after allocation, County Retirement in the 

amount of $2,491,090; Workers Compensation in the amount of $380,969; Unemployment 

Insurance in the amount of $50,000 and Employment Benefits in the amount of $8,280,672. J. 

Cronin second. Vote 3-0.                                                                                                                                                               

FY24 Revenue Assumptions: T. Ahern noted no major changes since the last discussion 

regarding revenue assumptions, assuming State Aid holds at 2.5%. Motor Vehicle Excise                                                                                                                                                                                                                



currently reflects the fact that leased vehicles are still desirable. The Pilot Agreement for the 

property at 39 Marshall Street has been approved and the Town owned Solar Project also 

located on Marshall Street should be up and running shortly.                                                                                                   

T. Ahern will finalize the memo for State Earmarks which will include requests of funding for the 

Tri-centennial Celebration, Goodwill bathrooms, and school van. The intent will be to send a 

letter to Governor Healy’s Office as well as the Towns State Representative.                                                                     

T. Hein asked if the conversation is continuing regarding the use of 260 Woodland Street for a 

Pickle Ball Courts. J. Cronin noted that the Park & Rec Department is currently looking into a 

solution for parking.                                                        

SAFE ROUTES TO SCHOOL: 

T. Hein stated that the MASS DOT has awarded the Town a Safe Routes to Schools Grant. This 

will fund a project to create a walk and bike path in the Linden Street area and will take up to 5 

years to complete. This will also serve to fill in the “gaps” in sidewalks to complete connectivity. 

T. Hein expressed her appreciation to the Highway Department and Police Department for their 

input.  T. Ahern noted that this is a separate project then the one that will begin the end of the 

month (February 2023), which was approved at the October 2022 Town Meeting.    

PUBLIC COMMENT: 

J. Cronin stated that several residents on Highland/Hollis Street have inquired about the status 

of sidewalks/crosswalks at the newest intersection. This inquiry will go back to TAC, Traffic 

Advisory Committee. J. Cronin continued to note that the Working Group, which consists of a 

Select Board and FinCom member, as well as a representative from the Schools will continue 

conversations pertaining to the Long Term Capital Projects and the funding of such projects.                                                

B. Sparrell stated that the Planning Board meeting this Thursday February 16, 2023 will hold a 

public hearing on the newest proposed project for 555 Hopping Brook. B. Sparrell suggested 

inviting the 300th Anniversary Committee to an upcoming Select Board meeting for an update. 

B. Sparrell would like to have more information presented regarding the OPEB funding strategy.                                     

T. Ahern stated that movement towards having the Facilities Manager incorporate the Schools 

into his jurisdiction is in process. An overall plan will be drafted including cost estimates for 

various projects.                                                                                                                                                                        

T. Hein stated that Trash and Recycling will be delayed by one day next week, February 20 – 24, 

2023 due to the Monday holiday.                                                                                                                                                 

T. Hein acknowledged that TAC did vote to recommend using the McMann Report regarding 

the sidewalks and crosswalks at the Highland/Hollis Street intersection, which will then be 

included in the 5 Year Capital Improvement Plan.  

WARRANTS: 

T. Hein made a motion to approve the Weekly Warrant in the amount of $2,686,032. J. Cronin 

second. Vote 3-0. 



COMMENTS FROM THE TOWN ADMINISTRATOR: 

T. Ahern stated that the Governance Committee will finalize their report summary and present 

it in an upcoming Select Board meeting.                                                                                                                                         

The Select Board will meet only if needed next week, (February 21-24, 2023).                                                                                                                

The Assistant Town Administrator/HR Director and Fire Chief will meet regarding items 

recommended by the MRI Study outside of the Fire/EMS Budgets.                                                                                         

The MAPC, Metropolitan Area Planning Council will hold a remote meeting on Wednesday 

February 15, 2023. On March 1, 2023 there will be a kickoff meeting with Barry Dunne and the 

Economic Development Committee at the Town Hall at 6:30pm.                                                                                           

Pare Corporation will be assessing the Woodland Street Bridge on Tuesday February 14, 2023 

for the ongoing repairs needed.  

BOARD BUSINESS: 

T. Ahern presented the Lease Agreement, Tax Agreement, Net Metering Credit Purchase and 

Sale Agreement between the Town and SolSystems for the Solar Project on the Town owned 

land on Marshall Street. The lease agreement will be for 25 years. Once the Agreement is 

signed 25% of the Pilot Payment will be paid in FY23.                                                                                                              

T. Hein made a motion to authorize the Select Board on behalf of the Town enter into and 

execute the Net Metering Credit Purchase Agreement, Lease Agreement and Tax Agreement 

with SCS, SolSystems Marshall Street 012252 of Holliston LLC, also known as SolSystems for the 

property located off of Marshall Street including 30.73 acres, plus or minus for the installation 

of a large scale photovoltaic system fully set forth in the documents presented. J. Cronin 

second. Vote 3-0. The Select Board collectively thanked Rennie Friedman, Beth Greenblat and 

Travis Ahern for all their work in seeing this project to fruition.                                                                                        

T. Hein made a motion to appoint VFW Post participants Ronald Turcotte, Stanley Feinberg and 

Charles Jacobs to the Memorial Day Committee for the Memorial Day Parade to expire June 

2023. J. Cronin second. Vote 3-0.                                                                                                                                               

T. Hein made a motion to approve Meeting Minutes of January 9, 2023 as written. J. Cronin 

second. Vote 3-0. 

OTHER BUSINESS: 

J. Cronin suggested also sending the Earmark Letter discussed earlier to Congressman Jim 

McGovern’s Office. 

At 8:44pm J. Cronin made a motion to adjourn. T. Hein second. Vote 3-0. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Margaret Driscoll                                                                              Approved__04-03-23 

                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                   

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                                                                                         

  

 


