
No. Municipality Population Chief Municipal Official Policy Board No Legislative Body

1 Lincoln 7,014 Town Administrator  Selectmen 3 Open Town Meeting

2 Shirley 7,431 Town Administrator  Selectmen 3 Open Town Meeting

3 Orange 7,569 Town Administrator  Selectmen 3 Open Town Meeting

4 West Bridgewater 7,707 Town Administrator  Selectmen 3 Open Town Meeting

5 Halifax 7,749 Town Administrator  Selectmen 3 Open Town Meeting

6 Sterling 7,985 Town Administrator  Selectmen 3 Open Town Meeting

7 Upton 8,000 Town Manager Selectmen 3 Open Town Meeting

8 Dighton 8,101 Town Administrator  Selectmen 3 Open Town Meeting

9 Monson 8,150 Town Administrator  Selectmen 3 Open Town Meeting

10 Westminster 8,213 Town Administrator  Selectmen 3 Open Town Meeting

11 Lancaster 8,441 Town Administrator  Selectmen 3 Open Town Meeting

12 Millis 8,460 Town Administrator  Selectmen 3 Open Town Meeting

13 Ayer 8,479 Town Manager Selectmen 3 Open Town Meeting

14 Montague 8,580 Town Administrator  Selectmen 3 Representative TM

15 Townsend 9,127 Town Administrator  Selectmen 3 Open Town Meeting

16 Freetown 9,206 Town Administrator  Selectmen 3 Open Town Meeting

17 Southwick 9,232 Chief Adm. Officer Select Board 3 Open Town Meeting

18 Plainville 9,945 Town Administrator  Selectmen 3 Open Town Meeting

19 Acushnet 10,559 Town Administrator  Selectmen 3 Open Town Meeting

20 Lakeville 11,523 Town Administrator  Selectmen 3 Open Town Meeting

21 Pepperell 11,604 Town Administrator  Selectmen 3 Open Town Meeting

22 Norfolk 11,662 Town Administrator  Select Board 3 Open Town Meeting

23 Weston 11,851 Town Manager Selectmen 3 Open Town Meeting

24 Medfield 12,799 Town Administrator  Selectmen 3 Open Town Meeting

25 Lynnfield 13,000 Town Administrator  Selectmen 3 Open Town Meeting

26 East Bridgewater 14,440 Town Administrator  Selectmen 3 Open Town Meeting

27 Wilbraham 14,613 Town Administrator  Selectmen 3 Open Town Meeting

28 Holliston 14,996 Town Administrator  Selectmen 3 Open Town Meeting

29 Raynham 15,142 Town Administrator  Selectmen 3 Open Town Meeting

30 Fairhaven 15,924 Town Administrator  Selectmen 3 Representative TM

31 Duxbury 16,090 Town Manager Selectmen 3 Open Town Meeting

32 Westwood 16,266 Town Administrator  Selectmen 3 Open Town Meeting

33 Swansea 17,144 Town Administrator  Selectmen 3 Open Town Meeting

34 Somerset 18,303 Town Administrator  Selectmen 3 Open Town Meeting

35 Sharon 18,575 Town Administrator  Selectmen 3 Open Town Meeting

Subtotal = 29.4% of 119 towns

Avg. Pop. of 35 towns 11,254

1 Great Barrington 7,172 Town Manager Select Board 5 Open Town Meeting

2 Stow 7,174 Town Administrator  Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

3 Williamstown 7,513 Town Manager Select Board 5 Open Town Meeting

4 Hamilton 7,561 Town Manager Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

5 West Boylston 7,877 Town Administrator  Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

6 Templeton 8,149 Town Administrator  Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

7 Adams 8,166 Town Administrator  Selectmen 5 Representative TM

Select Board Size in MA Towns with Populations between 7,000 and 23,000



8 Boxford 8,203 Town Administrator  Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

9 Cohasset 8,381 Town Manager Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

10 Georgetown 8,470 Town Administrator  Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

11 Douglas 8,983 Town Administrator  Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

12 Rutland 9,049 Town Administrator  Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

13 Blackstone 9,208 Town Administrator  Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

14 Salisbury 9,236 Town Manager Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

15 Sutton 9,357 Town Manager Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

16 Middleton 9,779 Town Administrator  Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

17 Sturbridge 9,867 Town Administrator  Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

18 Ware 10,066 Town Manager Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

19 Hull 10,072 Town Manager Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

20 Littleton 10,141 Town Administrator  Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

21 Brewster 10,318 Town Administrator  Select Board 5 Open Town Meeting

22 Winchendon 10,364 Town Manager Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

23 Southborough 10,450 Town Administrator  Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

24 Hanson 10,639 Town Administrator  Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

25 Maynard 10,746 Town Administrator  Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

26 Leicester 11,087 Town Administrator  Select Board 5 Open Town Meeting

27 Groton 11,315 Town Manager Select Board 5 Open Town Meeting

28 Norwell 11,351 Town Administrator  Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

29 Holbrook 11,405 Town Administrator  Selectmen 5 Representative TM

30 Carver 11,645 Town Administrator  Select Board 5 Open Town Meeting

31 Lunenburg 11,782 Town Manager Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

32 Dudley 11,921 Town Administrator  Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

33 Athol 11,945 Town Manager Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

34 Spencer 11,992 Town Administrator  Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

35 Wrentham 12,178 Town Administrator  Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

36 Tyngsborough 12,380 Town Administrator  Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

37 Rehoboth 12,502 Town Administrator  Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

38 Medway 13,115 Town Administrator  Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

39 Charlton 13,315 Town Administrator  Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

40 Oxford 13,347 Town Manager Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

41 Harwich 13,440 Town Administrator  Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

42 Kingston 13,708 Town Administrator  Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

43 Ipswich 13,785 Town Manager Select Board 5 Open Town Meeting

44 Millbury 13,831 Town Manager Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

45 Wayland 13,943 Town Administrator  Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

46 Uxbridge 14,162 Town Manager Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

47 Nantucket 14,255 Town Manager Select Board 5 Open Town Meeting

48 Bedford 14,383 Town Manager Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

49 Dennis 14,674 Town Administrator  Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

50 Hanover 14,833 Town Manager Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

51 Mashpee 15,060 Town Manager Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

52 Swampscott 15,111 Town Administrator  Selectmen 5 Representative TM

53 Whitman 15,121 Town Administrator  Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

54 Belchertown 15,350 Town Administrator  Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

55 Clinton 15,428 Town Administrator  Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

56 Seekonk 15,531 Town Administrator  Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting



57 North Reading 15,554 Town Administrator  Select Board 5 Open Town Meeting

58 Northborough 15,741 Town Administrator  Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

59 Longmeadow 15,853 Town Manager Select Board 5 Open Town Meeting

60 Northbridge 16,335 Town Manager Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

61 Westport 16,339 Town Administrator  Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

62 Auburn 16,889 Town Manager Selectmen 5 Representative TM

63 Bellingham 16,945 Town Administrator  Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

64 Abington 17,062 Town Manager Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

65 Webster 17,776 Town Administrator  Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

66 Rockland 17,803 Town Administrator  Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

67 South Hadley 18,150 Town Administrator  Select Board 5 Representative TM

68 Pembroke 18,361 Town Manager Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

69 Concord 18,491 Town Manager Select Board 5 Open Town Meeting

70 Foxborough 18,618 Town Manager Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

71 Hopkinton 18,758 Town Manager Select Board 5 Open Town Meeting

72 Ashland 18,832 Town Manager Select Board 5 Open Town Meeting

73 Sudbury 18,934 Town Manager Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

74 Scituate 19,063 Town Administrator  Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

75 Norton 19,202 Town Manager Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

76 Grafton 19,664 Town Administrator  Select Board 5 Open Town Meeting

77 Holden 19,905 Town Manager Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

78 Hudson 20,092 Executive Assistant Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

79 Sandwich 20,259 Town Manager Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

80 Marblehead 20,441 Town Administrator  Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

81 Bourne 20,452 Town Administrator  Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

82 Ludlow 21,002 Town Administrator  Selectmen 5 Representative TM

83 Westborough 21,567 Town Manager Selectmen 5 Open Town Meeting

84 Winchester 22,970 Town Manager Select Board 5 Representative TM

84 Subtotal = 70.6% of 119 towns

13,832 Total towns = 119

*Operate as a select board despite town council name

Avg. Pop. of 84 towns


