
HOLLISTON AGRICULTURAL COMMISSION 
MINUTES 

 
Monday, August 10, 2015 

 
Members present:  Justin Brown (associate), Janet Horne,  PJ Kilkelly, Tony Lulek and Paula 
Mark.  
 
Members absent:   Tyla Doolin (associate), Natalie Kent (associate) and Helen MacArthur. 
 
Meeting Called to Order:  Vice Chairperson, Paula Mark called the meeting to order at 7:22 PM. 
 
Minutes of the Last Meeting:  PJ Kilkelly made a motion, seconded by Justin Brown, to accept 
the minutes of the July 21, 2015 meeting.  The motion passed unanimously. 
 
Back to Basics – It was decided to table this subject until January. 
 
Butterfly Aviary – PJ Kilkelly stated that we will need more plants before Farms Day.  The 
window boxes and hanging plants are doing well.  He stopped in to see Helen MacArthur to ask 
her to go up and take a look to determine what we need for replacement plants.  PJ is still waiting 
for reimbursement as well as the payment for the flowers has not yet been made.  There are not 
as many caterpillars.  PJ stated that he is not sure that we have the proper plants.  PJ has released 
butterflies every week since we opened.   PJ is going to take a dozen butterflies and put them in a 
cage at home to see how they do with the laying and hatching of their eggs.  A donation box has 
been put up and we have collected some money.  He is trying to make butterfly kits.  It was 
suggested that he reach out to other aviaries for advice.  Thistle, cheeseweed, hollyhock and tree 
mallow are host plants for butterflies.  The plantings in the corners are starting to get bare.  Some 
plants are starting to lose some of their green.  Three milkweeds are still alive.  PJ stated that 
next year he is going to do some more window boxes.  PJ is going to get mixed boxes from 
Florida to be released the day before Farms Day.  It was also suggested that we have some 
butterflies for the Newcomers to release on Farms Day.   
 
Farms Day -  Paula Mark is trying to get up to the community garden to clean out the cranberry 
patch.  Paula will be at the aviary to monitor those going into the aviary. Natalie Kent will be at 
the Community Garden.  Paula has the street signs which are ready to be distributed and put on 
display.  It was decided that we will have a two sided flyer and a larger poster to be posted at 
various locations in town.  Justin Brown will put all of the information on the website.  On the 
day of the event we will need to post a sign at the golf course to direct people to the community 
garden and aviary.   
 
Junior Agricultural Commission:  Members of the Junior AgCom will be asked to help out at 
Newfound Farm, Little Beehive Farm and Kilkelly Farm on Farms Day. 
 
Rogers Road – Tony Lulek stated that the lawn needs to be mowed.  Lexi Carey is working on 
the CR.  We need to get an update relative to the status of the CR.  It was also suggested that we 
check with other surveyors to get an estimate for a survey of the property.  Paula Mark stated 



that she has discovered that there is a back road into the property off of Fiske Street.  With regard 
to a business plan for this property, Mary Greendale will come to our next meeting relative to 
pulling in people to develop a business plan.   
 
Brooksmount Farm – The final plan from Pulte has been presented to the Planning Board.  We 
need to reach out to other boards.  Tony Lulek will plan to attend the next meeting of the 
Planning Board.  We need to see what we can do to preserve the barn.  We also need to stay 
attune with the other groups involved with the property.  Justin Brown stated that we need to 
relay our interest in the barn. 
 
The next meeting will be on 
 
Paula Mark made a motion, seconded by PJ Kilkelly, to adjourn the meeting at 9:20 PM.  The 
motion passed unanimously. 
 
ACTION ITEMS 
 
Helen 
 
Check out the Butterfly Aviary to see what is needed for replacement plants. 
 
Paula 
 
Clean out the cranberry patch. 
 
Justin 
 
Put information on Farms Day on the website. 
 
Tony 
 
Go to the next meeting of the Planning Board relative to Brooksmount Farm. 
 
Commission 
 
Lawn mowing at Rogers Road. 
 
Check on other surveyors to get an estimate for a survey of the Rogers Road property. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Janet Horne, Clerk 
 
 
 
 
 


