APPENDIX D - PUBLIC PARTICIPATION MATERIALS



The Town is in the process of updating its 2007 - 2011 Open Space and Recreation Plan. An update is necessary to
qualify for State reimbursement programs for acquisition and protection of important open space. This survey is being
conducted as part of the update in order to understand the needs and concerns of the citizens of Holliston regarding open

space and recreational facilities.

"Open Space" in this survey is defined as "public and privately owned undeveloped lands which are important for a variety
of reasons, including recreation, agriculture, forestry or simply because of their scenic qualities and their contribution to
the overall character of the town." Faced with significant growth now and in the future, open space planning will help us
preserve open space while allowing development to occur that maintains the character of the town.

Please take a few moments to complete this survey. Thank you.

1. Do you feel there is a need to preserve open space and natural areas in Holliston?

2. How important is it to you to preserve:
Very important Important Neutral Less important Not important

Places of historic value
Farmlands

Open space to meet our
water and conservation
needs

Open space to meet our
active recreational needs
(sports, for example)

O O 000
O | O OQO
o O 000
O O 000
O O 000

Open space to meet our
passive recreational needs
(hiking or walking, for
example)




Holliston Open Space and Recreation Plan

3. What TOWN actions do you favor to preserve open space?

D Town purchase of land

D Accepting conservation restrictions to protect private land from fulure development
D Purchasing conservation restrictions to protect private land from future development
D Zoning for open space conservation

D Development incentives for open space conservation

D Combination of public and private action

Other (please specify)

4. What STATE actions do you favor to preserve open space?

D Outright purchase of land

l:l Assisl town with the purchase of private land with public grants

l:] Purchase of conservation restrictions to protect private land from future development
D.Propeny tax reduction proérams for farm, forest and recreation land

Other (please specify) . '
| | |

5. Are you satisfied with the places available in town for active recreation?

If no, please comment

if no, please comment




If no, please comment

Holllston Open Space and Recreatlon Plan

7. Are you satisfied with the genera! condition of the town s recreatlonal areas?

D Bike trails

D Children's play areas

D Picnic areas

D Hiking and skiing trails
D Ice skating rink

Other (piease specify)

5

8. Of the following choices, which five do you think are the most important for recreation?

D Local neighborhood parks
D Outdoor ampitheater
D Public access to water bodies

D Recreation center building

D Swimming pool
l:] Dog park
I—__] Tennis courts




JHolllston Open Space and Recreatlon Plan

8. How many times a year do you visit the' followmg for recreatlon.

more than 15 times 10 - 15 times ’ 5 -9 times 1-4 times

Adams Street/Town
Forest/Fairbanks property

Weston Pond

Brentwood Conservation

Area
Pinecresi Golf Course
Miller Hill (near goif course)

Mission Springs Recreation

Area

Wenakeening Woods
Stoddard/Patoma Park
Pleasure Point
Goodwill Park

Poitras/Daniels/Mellen
Street Conservation Land

Town Forest (Highland
Street)

Waseeka Wildlife Sanctuary

School athletic fields

00O O 00000 OO0 0O Of
000 O 00000 OO0 OO O; 3
000 O 0O000 000 OO O
000 O 00000 OO0 00 OF

High School.running track

O
o
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
O
Q

10. Please feel free to offer any addifional comments below.

Please join us on May 24 at 7:30 p.m in the Room 105 in the Town Hall for an open forum to discuss the town's open
space and recreational needs. ; ) '

Please return the complefed survey to:

Open Space Committee
Town of Holliston

703 Washington Street
Holliston, MA 01746




HOLLISTON OPEN SPACE AND RECREATION PLAN
SURVEY MONKEY RESULTS

Do you feel there is a need to preserve open space and natural areas
in Holliston?

How important is it to you to preserve:

Are you satisfied with the places available in Town for passive recreation?

What Town actions do you favor to preserve open space? .

- Town purchase of land

- Accepting conservation restrictions to protect private land from
future development

- Purchasing conservation restrictions to protect private land from
future development

- Zoning for open space conservation _

- Development incentives for open space conservation

- Combination of public and private action

RESPONSE
PERCENT

96.6% Yes

3.4%

No

48.6% Yes

31.7%

65.1%
68.5%
48.8%

61.9%
55.0%

68.9%

Of the following choices, which five do you think are the most important for recreation?

- Bike Trails

- Children’s play areas

- Picnic areas

- Ball fields

- Basketball Courts

- Hiking and skiing trails

- Ice skating rink

- Local neighborhood parks
- Outdoor ampitheater

- Public access to water bodies
- Recreation center building
- Swimming pool

- Dog park

- Tennis courts

Are you satisfied with the general condition of the Town’s recreational areas?

76.7%
64.7%
27.7%
47.3%
16.8%
57.5%
13.4%
46.2%

7.2%
56.5%
17.5%
16.8%
18.2%
22.3%

51.7%

No

Yes



29.9% No

7. Are you satisfied with the places available in Town for active recreation?
51.6% Yes
32.2% No
8. What State actions do you favor to preserve open space?
- Outright purchase of land 41.8%
- Assist town with the purchase of private land with public grants . 83.3%
- Purchase of conservation restrictions to protect private land from
future development - 53.5%
- Property tax reduction programs for farm, forest and recreation land 62.8%
Please feel free to offer any additional comments : : RESPONSE
‘ COUNT

77



Holliston Open Space and Recreation Plan

SurveyMonkey

00 . 0, 7‘ 0,
64.3% 25.2% 5% 27%(8)  0.3% (1) 4.50 294
(189) (74) (22)
% 79 7.59
53.1% 35.7% % 2.0% (6)  1.7% (5) 4.36 294
(156) (105) (22)
9 % .09
76.8% 19.5% 2.0% 1.7% (5)  0.0% (0) 4.71 293
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0 o/ . » Qo
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55.0%

68.9% 199

Other (please specify)
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83.3%

53.5% 151

62.8% 177

Other (please specify)

51.6%

32.2% 93

16.3% 47

N
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o, please comment
If no, p 88




48.6%

31.7% 92

19.7% 57

If no, please comment

51.7%

29.9% 86

18.4% 53

If no, please comment

73

4 0of 7



76.7%

64.7% 189
27.7% 81
47.3% 138
16.8% 49
10.3% 30
57.5% 168
13.4% 39
46.2% 135
7.2% 21
56.5% 165
17.5% 51
16.8% 49
18.2% 53
22.3% 65
Other (please specify) 23
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_parklng shopplng ln the 21st Century we-v _
'f‘-:necessmes of life wrthout maklng people get gl

The Ralls to Tralls lnltlatlve isa great one; Wthh could change the culture and
feel of Holliston for.the better, A well malntamed Goodwill Park is a wonderful
gathering place for parents with young' children. [t was neglected for too long:.
Circular walking paths, whether around a lake, a. recreatlonal park or a town
_forest, become wonderful meetlng places that combine exercise with building
commumty Although I myself rarely skate the number of. chlldren and,adults

' the town forests more lf the trall:s were better mal ked but often 'm
_.:deCIsmn not to hlke if. 1 ih

: ‘May 22 2012 1:20PM

o May22 2012541AM

Thank you for offerlng us this opportunity! We all; need open space and wrld a 5l\/lalyf"?‘-.?‘,l 2012 440AM

vareas to keep odr. communlty healthy attractlve rid Vlable

11 _Holllston needs to take actlon to preserve the area along H|ghland adjacent to May. 21, 2012 5:21 PM
the Warren Woods property in Ashland. This'is an important wildlife corridor and - ' ' '
nature area; allowing development of any kind would be highly detrimenital.
Public & private solutions to preserve that area are necessary and action must
be taken

30f8



ay 18, 2012 5:05.AM

ore-informatio

May 17, 2012 1:50 PM- -

: l use the Upper Char!es Trarl more: about 2 3 trmes a month ld use |t~more May 17 2012 124PM

3 'except for the porson |vy in the growrng season

- Rall to Tralls not mentloned here May 17 20‘12 7 39 AM v

21 Please support the brke trarl fundrng

co220 'We use the: blke trall frequently asa walklng trall and are lookrng forward to rts May 16 2012 5: 49 PM
‘ o |mprovement in. the hopes of usrng it mo_re for b|k|ng ' . S

May 16 2012 6 13 PM

' ‘May 16 2012 51 40 PM;

. May16 2012 12 40 PM/"'

TrpS Y

. May16 201211 08 AM."Z

_ I thmk. itis completely unexceptable that,
factrvutles such as: Huntmg:?rn Town

May 16, 2012 9 21 AM:'-

5"1': 29 We have 2 small chrldren and asa result I expect to visit, these parks more often May 16 2012 7 59 AM
T - as they get more mobrle . :

- .30 he ra|I trali should be added as a dlrect place to v131t ‘ o - May 16, 2012 7:38 AM
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fes, riles, - May 16, 2012 5:57AM -

: - 38 [ have been enJoymg the new walklng trarl between HBP and South Street We 3 Mayf-1"6,'”2'0“l’ér.5‘:56 AM
: walk there every. day, wice a dayl Thank you sO much for all; your efforts A R .
know itt has been huge . , :

May 14 2012 7 13 PM

39  areaice rmks 15 20 tlmes

40 - When my krds were young l used many of these facnhties wrth them and grrl/boy _ May 14 2012 10 29 AM
: scouttroops . _ O : S

”“"Ma‘y’ 12,2012 8:09 AM

5 szzotzw AV

Rall Trarl should‘be on thrs llst even though it |s not complete .

May 12, 201'2 6 27 AM'.'

e s o R s A vt s St e ey

46 I vrsrt the Warren Woods trarls everyday in Ashland to walk our dogs o _’May 12 2012 6 14 AM;

47 No parks for kldS have to go to other towns to use therr parks May 11 2012 2 57 PM

,':f_‘ 48 Havmg Irved in Holllston for over a decade I have no rdea where some- of these May 11 2012 2 46 PM
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Citd be'great to“have it paved p'osslb
are sectlons Stl” covered W|th oldj I '_

2012 5 50 AM f

" 55 Iusethe rarl trall by rallroed stdally ; : | f L | May11 20125

56 We dnve to the mllford blke path a couple tlme a month Would use lt more |f we | May 11 2012 5 20 AM
~could just ride to.a trail in holliston, mstead of attachrng abike rack Ioadmg ,
b|kes eto

57 I runihlke through the Mellen street conservatlon Iand 40+ t|mes per year u use- . Y'M_ayr11, 2012 4:48 AM
the others Iess as they requrre commute by car or brke PR I '

_,Mayn 2012433AM |

W|th a. pass ora naturat |ce rlnk whrch woutd be sxmple to Iay 0
Courts . o _

. j-Mayﬂ 2012 4:23 AM

! greatly enjoy'blcycllng aroun’dizthe wooded areas in. holhston now that i kn.ow 'May”f11,. 20132'j4f,123_AM- .
about all of the extra pl_aoe_s_r_n_town outS|de of the lake and the: deniels tralls area S '

' May 11 20124 08AM

on:"the'R'aiI Trail

- am basmg thls out of when 1 lrve ~town, from 1994 2007 but to be frank i ‘May 10 2012 8:54 PM' ‘
‘ when I would go somewhere the goal’ would beto get ouT of hollrston not stay : :
in rtl ' v .

e i g e s et gt S

63 we need to lmprove our sports f|e!ds and recreat[onal areas for the kldS to keep ‘May 10, 2012 3:10 PM
them active and not indoors playmg games or getting in trouble hanging out at ' o
the parks or the MOBIL statron

o 64 . Very dehghted that the town is puttlng mto place a plan for addressmg the huge May 10, 2012 10:22 AM
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’ p';age}'vz,v Q1. Please feel fre‘e-to‘:-‘off_":el_‘_ any__ additio;nal'jcvo:rn'men'ts-_be_low S

 weed problem at iLake:‘Wlnthrop. -

. nt to put resources to keep all bodles of Water in town hi an hink Ma920‘l " 71 BN
about thelr future ' : S T

R

69 We already have enough open space Stop wastmg money on rt ' ‘ o ,l\/lay':9 2012 2 34 PM‘

70 As an adult, l love the hrkmg tralls that can be used wrth our dogs However for May 9, 2012 1 08 PM‘
our teens, there is absolutely nothing for them-to-do unless they are in organized - - ,
sports. There are lots-of kids who are not atheletic, but deserve the opportunity:
to have something: to do, such as. skateboard, ice skate, play. hockey for’fun, ping
pong, basketball pick up games, etc. Otherwrse they just end up hanglng out at
‘Goodwill Park smoking pot. | think our town can do better than that. You forgot:
to list the Rail Trail as an area that is used for recteation: 1 use it every day '
Three Cheers to the Rall Trall Commlttee for all of. thelr hard work"" ’

71 . There needs to ne rrore money to malntaln the fislds & parks we have and we B 'l\'/lay39, 2012756 Al\/l
should Iook to develop more recreatlonal areas for the town c B TR M

- l\/lay9 2012633AM

_ ,_,May 9 2012 6 16 AM

reflect my gen al: value of the open spaoe

74 l strongly encourage the town to support the development of the rall trarl asa - . May 8, 2012 5:05 PM
' bicycle/multi-use: path. [thasthe potential to open.great new recreatlonal T
opportumtres as well as enhance use: of eXlstlng faollltles .

T8 L have two small chlldren under dge 3 & tend to. spend tlme at EMC park - 'May 8, 2012 4:14 PM
o Hopkrnton State Park & Milford walklng tralls Would love to stay in town for o
" these activities. Lookrng forward to.new: Goodwrll Park playground but: wonder g _
: what parkmg wrll be ||ke as | live on the other srde of town & cannot walk there ‘ . ' '

B 5 R, S g O

76 The most cru0|al issue now is the health of the Iake Learn about lt & educate i May 8, '20.12 8:33 AM
about how our actions affect the water table (lawn fertilizer run-off for example).
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