
   
 

  

HOLLISTON TRAILS COMMITTEE                    MEETING MINUTES 
 
MEETING DATE:   April 24, 2019 at 7:00 PM, Holliston Town Hall 
 
ISSUE DATE:    August 21, 2019 
 
PRESENT  
VOTING MEMBERS: Herb Brockert, Marc Connelly, Martha Ellis, Ken Henderson, Mark 

Kaplan, Bud Schmitt and Robert Weidknecht 
ABSENT 
VOTING MEMBERS:  None 
 
PRESENT 
ALTERNATE MEMBERS: Chris Cain 
 
GUESTS:      Ed Daniels 
        Cherie Hafford 
        Bob Pierotti 
  
PREPARED BY:    Mark Kaplan 
 
COPIES TO:      Mark Ahronian, Select Board 
        Jeff Ritter, Town Administrator 

  Elizabeth Greendale, Town Clerk 
        Karen Sherman, Town Planner 
 
 
DISCUSSION ITEMS:  
 
1. Approve Minutes from March 13, 2019 Meeting.  Ken Henderson moved to accept the minutes of 

the March 13, 2019 meeting of the Holliston Trails Committee.  Bud Schmitt seconded the motion, 

and the vote in favor of the motion was 6-0-0.  Martha Ellis was not present for this motion. 

2. Bench Location Request – Sections Near Wenakeening Woods. Robert Weidknecht reported 

that he received a request to locate a new bench close to an existing bench in the area of 

Wenakeening Woods, near Cross Street. A discussion followed, after which the Committee agreed 

that locations for new benches should be encouraged towards the Sherborn town line.  

3. Historical Exhibits. Cherie Hafford presented a mockup of a historical exhibit and various options 

for materials on which the exhibits could be mounted.  The Committee provided feedback and 

thanked Cherie for her efforts.  Cherie said she would get mockups mounted on a variety of 

materials for further review. 



   
 

4. Public Comment. Ed Daniels reported that a downed tree was hanging over the Trail near 

Exchange Street.  Ed also reported that the “friends of” group had purchased a post for a mile 

marker, and had left it on the side of the Trail between Washington Street and Mayflower Street for 

future installation. 

5. Plant Material Donations - Ahronian. Ken Henderson reported that he had met with Mark 

Ahronian to review Mark’s request to donate some plant materials.  Ken told Mark that the 

Committee was interested in the donation but first needed to determine proper locations and a 

watering plan. A discussion followed. 

6. String Across Trail - Possible Booby Trap. Robert Weidknecht reported that he had been 

informed that a string had been strung across the trail on April 4, 2019 but had no further 

information.  Robert asked Martha Ellis to check with the Holliston Police Department if any 

information was available. 

7. Massachusetts Walking Tour - June 17 Hike and 6 pm Concert at Library. Mark Kaplan will get 

copies of the Mass. Walking Tour poster for display in kiosks along the Trail. 

8. Griffin Electric - Health and Wellness Day. Robert Weidknecht reported that Griffin Electric plans 

to sponsor a Health and Wellness Day along the Trail on May 4, 2019 between 2 and 4 pm. 

9. Letter on Encroachments. Mark Kaplan will provide Ken Henderson with the revised draft 

encroachment letter to commercial abutters for review by the Jeff Ritter and town counsel. 

10. Garden Club - Tree Planting Near Monroe Drive. Robert Weidknecht reported that the Garden 

Club had planted a tree near Monroe Drive. 

11. Access Path to 1750 Washington Street, Crosswalk Near Johnson Drive. Ken Henderson 

reported that a project to build the access path will be sent out to bid. 

12. Town Meeting - Warrant Article for Maintenance. Ken Henderson reported that the article 

requesting funds for Trail maintenance had been approved and will be on the warrant for Spring 

Town Meeting. 

13. Maintenance Equipment/Storage Bin. Ken Henderson reported that he is installing brackets and 

panels inside the storage shed to hang equipment. 



   
 

14. Walking School Bus. Robert Weidknecht reported that he joined the Walking School Bus and 

accompanied them from Willowbrook Farm. 

15. Trail Conditions. 

a. Phipps Tunnel - Drainage Materials - Funding by Holliston Lions.  Robert Weidknecht and Herb 

Brockert led a discussion of potential designs for improving the drainage ditches at Phipps 

Tunnel. 

b. Railroad Tie Removal. Herb Brockert reported that the cost for removing the pile of railroad ties 

at South Street was increasing to $150 per ton.  Total cost for this project is estimated at $3,000 

to $3,500. 

16. Set Next Meeting Date.  The next meeting will be held on May 23, 2019 at 7 p.m. 

17. Meeting Adjournment.  Herb Brockert moved to adjourn the meeting.  Bud Schmitt seconded the 

motion, and the vote for adjournment was unanimous.  The meeting was adjourned at 8:58 p.m. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 
Robert Weidknecht – Chairman 


